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I would be allowed whatever anesthetics were necessary. Andy
then quieted down.
I had my way. I won't pretend my experience was an unquali-
fied success. There were complications; my labor was prolonged,
and Pamela's delivery was unusually difficult. However, I've never
regretted my decision, and with my next baby I intend to try nat-
ural childbirth again. Barney will have nothing to say about it, and
we will pay our own bills.
From the very beginning, Andy and I have had to fight against
the overweening generosity of his parents. We were still on our
honeymoon when Barney tried to give us an electric refrigerator
and an electric stove. I preferred to equip my own kitchen—I
like gas for cooking—and I got Andy to tell his father that in plain
words. Barney wasn't a bit discouraged.
We see Andy's parents much more than we see my parents.
Whenever Barney has the urge, he and my mother-in-law pop in*
on us. Nearly every Sunday we eat lunch or supper with them.
Andy is working for his Ph.D.—he teaches English in a junior high
school—and his week ends should be devoted to research and read-
ing. My in-laws own a mountain cabin as well as an enormous'
house in town. At least once a month when the weather is warm
we pack up the baby and spend both Saturday and Sunday at the
cabin, and Andy doesn't get in a lick of study.
I detest our trips to the mountains. Little Pamela gets thrown
off schedule. And even after the visit we aren't free from Barneys
. . . hovering. My father-in-law is a worrier. If Andy and the baby
and I drive in by ourselves, Andy is obliged to telephone back to
the cabin the minute we arrive at our apartment. Otherwise his fa-
ther will be on the wire clamoring to hear if something is wrong.
• Barney has a worse case of telephonitis than any woman of my
acquaintance. Four o'clock, the hour Andy gets home from his
classes, is my favorite time of day. Barney knows our schedule by
heart. Invariably, just as Andy is kissing me or kissing Pamela—be-
fore I have a chance to tell the new cute thing she's done—the

